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Los Angeles in | medical the the 
Mental Hygiene Demonstration. —_ lic schools, Chamber of Commerce, so- 


|cial agencies, and- other bodies in Los 
Los Angeles has been chosen for ihe Angeles, has developed and. under- 
next child-guidance demonstration of| written a program that provides for a 
the National Committee for Mental the 

| 7 +Stration period with a minimum. Dudge 
Hygiene for the current year. Similar | (¢ €95000 a year. This committee has 
demonstrations are carried on by the | i employed a full-time secretary, who will 
committee in New York City, St. Paul, carry on an educational program under 
and- Minneapolis and in Monmouth the direction of an educational 
County, New Jersey. | mittee. 


The Los Angeles public school. system, 
In' the Los Angeles demonstration a under the direction of Dr. A. H. Suther- 


classes and special schools, and individ- 
and ual methods of training problem chil- 
workers of Los /\ngeles will work WItN| dren while the juvenileecourt is well 
the clinic as volunteers. | organized, under the direction of Dr. 
The public schools, the sella court,| Miriam Van Waters. 
and the social agencies have developed} Los Angeles has a chapter - es the 
a program in connection with the clinic.| American Association of Social Work- 
It is planned to do intensive work on|ers. This organization will work -very 
a limited number of individual cases,| closely . with the demonstration, and 
and illustrate what can be accomplished. place full-time, carefully selected social 
if a community’s resources are concen-| workers in the child-guidance clinic. 
trated on a given problem child. It is} Dr. A. J. Rosanoff, formerly of 
expeeted thereby to develop methods|Kings Park State Hospital, New York, 
and technique that can be applied later|now located at Los Angeles, is chair- 
to all problem children in the city.) man of the organizing committee of the 
This desire for an intensive piece of| Los Angeles Mental Hygiene Commit- 
work during the demonstration period, | tee, and will work as one of the volun- 
together with the unusual cooperation | teer psychiatrists at the clinic. The 
of the social forces in the city, should} demonstration will be under the direc- 
make this demonstration outstanding in|tion of Dr. Ralph P. Truitt, formerly 
its results. Medical Director of the Illinois Society 
A Mental Hygiene Committee, com-|for Mental Hygiene. Dr. Christine M. 
posed of 200 citizens, representing the] Leonard will be chief of the staff. 
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Voluntary Clinic 


Attendance Wins. 


The Detroit Department of Health at 


one time conducted a venereal disease | 


clinic at which attendance was com- 
pulsory. A changed policy made attend- 
ance voluntary, with the result that the 
monthly attendance jumped from 350 
to more than 10,000. Of the change in 
policy the health officer states: 
“In the days of compulsion, quite 
naturally, most cases were well devel- 
oped, rarely were early or beginning 
cases seen. Those attending were sus- 
— of and antagonistic toward us. 
hey looked upon the Department of 
Health as an enemy. We _ learned 
nothing from them. 

the voluntary tide the entire 
situation is changed. From 350 the 
average monthly attendance has jumped 
to over 10,000. Not only are early cases 
seen but many people come to find out 
if there is any possibility of their having 
an infection. People now look upon the 
Department as a friend. ‘They are not: 
only willing but anxious to tell us their 
troubles. Mutual confidence has accom- 
plished’) wonders. Cases are getting 
under treatment early and staying under 
treatment in a way that they never did 
under the former program. Through 
the educational features of the program, 
lectures and individual talks, the occur- 
rence of many new cases has doubtless 
been’ prevented. 

From a purely public health _—* 
point, and this is of course the only 
point of view from which the Depart- 
ment approaches the problem, there 
seems not the slightest doubt but that an 
attitude of kindly cooperation is accom- 
plishing far more than compulsion could . 
ever hope to accomplish. At present: 
over 750% of the women in the venereal 
clinic are married. Many have inno-- 
cently contracted the disease from which 
they are suffering. Under a compulsory 
law the clinic would mever see any of 
these women. Are they not the very 
ones whom it is most worth while to 


help: 


‘The. primary interest of the venereal 


clinic is not to treat but to see that’ 
pefsons in need of treatment get that, 


treatment. All persons who can afford 
the services of a private physician are 


refused treatment at the clinic. An 


increasingly large percentage of persons 
are being referred to private physicians. 
It is the hope and aim of the clinic to 


still further minimize the amount of |. 


treatment given and to make of it 
primarily a clearing house for venereal 
or suspicious venereal disease.” 


More Diphtheria. Cases 


Reported During 1923. 


There were 9521 cases of - Aiititheria 
reported in California during the year 
1923 as against 8/11 cases of this disease 
reported during the year 1922. Mor- 
tality data for 1923 are not complete at 
this writing but it is probable that there 
were more deaths from diphtheria in 


| 1923 than there were in 1922, when 599 


such deaths occurred within the State. 
November and December of 1923 
brought considerably higher numbers 
of cases of the disease than did cor- 
responding months of 1922. 

These facts emphasize the importance 
of continuing the attack against dipl- 


|theria with added aggressiveness. 


Parents and guardians have a graye 
responsibility in securing the immuni- 
zation of their children against the 
disease. Health departments and physi- 
cians have added duties in making 
known the advantages of such immuni- 
zation and in furthering- the -procédure 
{particularly among persons. who are 
unable to pay for immunization. 

Smallpox Rising 
On Sharp Curve. 


There were 230 cases of ‘smallpox 
| reported | last week, 131 of which are 


lin the city of Los Angeles and 79 in 


the other cities and in the rural dis- 
itricts of Los Angeles county. The in- 
creased prevalence of smallpox, particu- 
larly in the southern part of the state, 
makes it imperative that vaccination of 
all unvaccinated individuals be under- 
| taken without delay. 


Unusual Outbreak at 
Santa Ana Investigated. 


An outbreak of what appears to be 
some sort of intestinal infection, in- 
volving between 2000 and 3000 residents 
|}of Santa Ana as well as those of the 
territory surrounding that city, is being 
|investigated by the State. Board of 
Health, cooperating with Dr. W. L. 
Mitchell, county health officer. The out- 
break is one of the most interesting 
from an epidemiological standpoint, of 


| any outbreak that has occurred recently 


within the state. ‘The report of the 
investigation will be presented an 
early issue of the bulletin. Bi | 
“There is no substitute ‘for health.” | 


“Public health is the’ sum total of ‘personal 


health.”’ 
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Early Day Smallpox 
Vaccination in California. 


Californians should be interested in 


the January issue of Hygei which con- 
tains the story of James QO. Pattie, who 
set out with his father in 1824 to carry | 
“smallpox vaccination” to California. 
Traveling down the Colorado River, 
they were ambushed by Indians, but 
succeeded in escaping, only to’ be cap- | 
tured later by unfriendly Mexicans and} 
thrown into jail in San Diego. 


on condition that he would consent to 
vaccinate the governor of the prison, 


who was:in fear of the epidemic then 


raging. Pattie stood out for the release 
of other members of his party, and] 
finally was set at liberty and given the 
commission to vaccinate all the in- 
habitants of the California coast. He 
traveled from mission to mission, meet- 
ing with many adventures, but vacci- 
nated all he met, including the Indians. 
When he finally presented a bill for his 
services, payment was at first made 
conditional on his becoming a Catholic 
and a citizen of Mexico. When he at- 
tempted to remonstrate, he was robbed 
of everything he had... On returning to 
the United States, he began an ardent 


crusade against Mexico, advocating 


plans which were eventually followed 
by Fremont in the taking over of Cali- 


fornia. 4 | 
Immunize First, 
Apply Test Later. 
Because the percentage of nonim- 
munity to diphtheria is so high, par-' 
ticularly in the rural districts of New 


York, the State Department of Health 
has announced that it:is a better policy 


to give toxin-antitoxin. first, and after 


a period of several months to follow 
with the Schick test, in order to deter- 
mine if iS complete. 


“Abolition of disease—and we can abolish 
80 to 90 per cent of all the physical ills we 
suffer, outside of accident and old age—| 


abolition of disease is the next great task of. 


civilization. ‘To abolish diseases means also 
to abolish our greatest cause of poverty— 
there is no. single. cause, apart from feeble- 
mindedness, so great in producing poverty as 
disease. It can be done; only a pacifist 
attitude of mind induced by centuries of 
submission to disease as something inevitable 
Permits disease to continue. Now that we 
have broken the shackles of traditional igno- 
tance, now that we see clearly that we can 
be free and how to gain our freedom, it is 
inconceivable that we shall for many years 
longer bow beneath this needless and, because 
needless, quite intolerable 


Here. 
the elder Pattie died. His son, James, 
after horrible sufferings, was released. 
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| smallpox: control. 


New York State | 
Issues Weekly Bulletin. 


Beginning the first of the year, the 
New York State Department of Health 
began publishing a weekly bulletin, 
“Health News.” This publication re- 
‘places two monthly publications designed 
specially for health officers and public 
-health nurses. Current information 
concerning the incidence of communi- 
‘cable disease must be issued at frequent 
intervals in order that health officers 
and nurses may make use of such in- 
formation. A weekly publication sup- 
plies a real need and constitutes the 
best medium for promoting increased 
efficiency in communicable disease con- 


trol. | 
for $10,000 
to Smallpox. 


L. M. Powers, health commis- 
Ps of Los Angeles, has asked the 
city council for $10,000 to be used in 
the control of smallpox which is epi- 
demic in that city. In his request for 
funds to combat the disease, Dr. Powers 
stated that there were 60 cases of small- 
pox in the detention hospital and that 
50 cases were under quarantine in 
homes. A short time ago the Los An- 
geles city council provided $5,000 for 
the use of the health department in 
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MORB]DITY.* 
Diphtheria. 


304 cases of diphtheria have been eulieela. 
as follows: San Francisco 74, Los Angeles 
74, Fresno County 10, Sacramento County 5, 
Santa Clara County 5, Santa Ana 5, Santa 
Bachar 7, Los Angeles County 13, Alameda 

Sacramento 11, Berkeley 3, Long Beach 4, 
+ Santa Paula 1, El Ceérrito 
1, Imperial 1 San Bernardino 4, San - Gabriel 
1. Bakersfield 4, Kern County 3, Pomona 1, 
Merced County 2, ‘Whittier Monterey 
County 1, Lompoc 1, County 1, 
Richmond Stockton County 
Montebello 1, Ukiah 2 Stanislaus 
County 1, Redondo Beach 1, El Monte 1, 


| Alhambra_ 2, Pasadena 3, Lodi 1, Colton 1, 


Alameda County Oakland Pleasanton 1, 
National City 1 , Los Gatos 1 


Measles. 


515 cases of measles have been veliociad. 
as follows: San Francisco 108, Berkeley 55, 
Oakland 20, Pittsburg 49, Los. Angeles 27, 
Kern County 29, Pasadena 31, Merced 20, 
Hanford 21, San Tose 19, Amador County 11, 
Merced County 9, Monterey County 17, 
Santa Clara County 7, Alameda 6, Newman 
5, Palo Alto 5, Contra Costa County 1, 
3, Alhambra 2, Santa Barbara 3, 
Elsinore 1, Huntington Park 1, Red Bluff 1, 
Fowler 1, Santa Rosa 4, . 1, Riverside 3. 
Corte Madera 2, Sacramento 3, Stanislaus 


*From reports received on January 14 and 
15 for week ending January 12, 1924. | 
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County 1, San Jose 1, Taft. Hillaborou h 2,| Del Norte County 1 
Hollister 1, Sutter Count Venice San County 1, tae An City id 


Bernardino 1, Eureka 6, anta Cruz I, Lake | Angeles Count a. ¥ 
County 1, Long Beach 2, Riverbank Los | 4, Tote Beach 2 
Angeles County 3, Pomona 4, Redwood City | 


Sacramento _ County: Typhoid Fever. 

oun ty an ateo ounty ameda 

s Gatos ee Santa Rosa 1, Merced County’ 1, San Joaquin 

Scarlet Fever. he Oakland i, ‘Long Beach 1, an ‘Francisco 1, 


250 cases of scarlet fever have besa’ re- me: Angeles | 1. 


re - = 


ported, as follows: Los Angeles 835, 
Francisco 33, Los Angeles Colney 16, Smallpox. 
County~ 11, Fresno 13, Whittier of smallpox have been reported, 
Oreg e County, § 5 tier 7 as follows: Los Angeles 131, Los An eles 
Taft County 4, "Stanislaus 34, Long Beach 24, Huntington ark 
3. Tess 1, Tehama County 3, Pomona 9, Compton 5, ‘Monterey ‘Park 2, 
San Bernardino 2, Merced County: 2; Guada- Alhambra 4, 1, South Pasadena -1, 
lupe 2 Colusa 1, n Joaquin Segundo Glen dora 1, La Verne 1, 
ounty 2 Vallejo 4 Partito 1, “Turlock 1, Orange Counts Santa» Ana 1, Sacramento 
El Dorado County 3 Santa Clara County 2, 1 » Yreka 3. 
‘ag Santa Ana Alhambra - 1, Compton 1, 
Riverside Newman, 2s Sac- Cerebrospinal Meningitis. 
eeaae ramento elma 1, Riverbank 1, Palo Alto 1, wo cases of eerebrospinal menin itis ‘ie 
Pomona 2, Berkeley 3, Pasadena 1, Benicia been reported, Sa n Francisco and 
1, Oakland 12, Modesto ‘a each reporting one case. 
Whooping Cough. _| Epidemic Encephalitis. 
hae 36 cases of whooping cough hath been| ‘Two cases of epidemic ence hali h 
1 as follows: Eureka 8 ‘Richmond been reported from. pephalitia have 
| 
i 
Week ending or week Week ending or 
Bs cae: Dec. 22 | Dec. 29| Jan. 5 by . || Dec, 23 | Dec, Jan. 6 | by 
Beet Rs, Cerebrospinal Meningitis 2 0 0 2 3 1 3 
152 113 | 223 85 82 167 
Diphtheria --..------ 319 315 292 304 211 201 157 
Dysentery (Bacillary) 1 0 0 2 0 
Epidemic Ence ‘ 1 0 2 1 3 
Epidemic 0. 0 0 0 0 0 
onorrhoea mare daw w 89 90 108 74 97 61 127 
0 0 0 0 0 
3 6 0 2 2 1 
311 450 432 515 25 32 63 
16 20 19 15. 12 11 
Pneumonia te Gh | 7 101 94 128 128 229 75 
Poliomyelitis.-.--------| 2 0 0 0 
Rabies (Human) - - --~--- 0 0 0 0 0 0 
= 294 269 251 250 132; #119 142 
155 172 127 204 159 162 
Typhoid 20 8 5 19 11. 9 
Typhus Fever---------- 0 0 oe 0 0 0 0 
Whooping 15 10 28 36 B36 «62 85 
4717 | «1902 | 1903 | 2424 ||, 1089] 1160 
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